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NEWBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Special Meeting Minutes March 9, 2006

Present: William Weiler, Deane Geddes, Frank Perrotta; Ann Poole, Richard Wright

Old Business:  
1. Conservation Plan. Interview with E. Ann Poole of Hillsborough, N.H., ecologist and environmental planner. Meeting convened at 10 a.m. with comments by Poole about her background and experience. She explained she has been a consultant for 10 years and was previously an employee of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Chairman Weiler asked if she considered a conservation plan for a town the size of Newbury a large project. She answered that she saw it as a “smaller-scale” project. Weiler said the town had large areas that needed conservation oversight and that a conservation plan should provide specific recommendations for preserving resources. He said there should be an “on-the-ground” investigation of what needs to be protected. Poole said one way to protect areas from development was a soils capacity analysis, or a “buildout analysis,” that would evaluate the septic system carrying capacity of the land. She determined that there was no such analysis in the 2001 Newbury Natural Resources Inventory.

Answering a question from Weiler, Poole said a conservation plan should identify conservation-value areas. It should explain how steps that could be taken to avoid developing high-impact area. And it should offer guidance in acquiring additional conservation areas and town forests. She noted that areas with high conservation value often contain high public value. Protecting specific properties, she said, was not a good idea, but identifying where valuable conservation areas are should be a goal. One method to accomplish this is “ground truthing,” she said, or having people knowledgeable about the town walk the ground of key areas.  She said GIS overlays could be used to help define specific locations.

Geddes said discussions with elders in town would help identify key areas. Weiler, who is president of the Newbury Historical Society, noted there has been very little recorded of the remembrances of older people in town.

Poole was asked if she had done conservation plans. She said she had worked on similar plans for several towns in New Hampshire, including Merrimack, Chester and Nashua. Additionally, she did a reptile habitat study for a Connecticut town and a highway impact study for West Seneca, N.Y.

Perrotta asked Poole to comment on Chapter 6 of the N.H. Association of Conservation Commissions Handbook, which outlines how to prepare a conservation plan. Poole said that while the chapter was heavy on techniques, it didn’t mention strategies to ensure the conservation plan is followed.

Poole thanked the commission for the opportunity to interview and left at 10:50 a.m. Further interviews are posted for Tuesday, March 14 and Wednesday, March 15.

New Business:

1. Fishersfield Recreation Area. Newbury Selectman Richard Wright asked the commission to take over the management of the non-recreation areas of Fishersfield Park on Old Post Road. He would like the responsibility to include forest management and wildlife conservation, trails, deeryards and the pond. He said the park provides lots of opportunity for those who like to experience nature, including observation of a diversity of wildlife.


Weiler said the commission would begin work on developing a management plan, including discussing boundaries for the area to be placed under commission supervision. He said the Conservation Fund could be used to cover the costs. 

(The meeting paused; Weiler said there was a flock of robins, the season’s first, outside the meeting room. The group observed them. Thirty minutes later it was snowing hard.)

Weiler and Wright discussed how the area could be designated a town forest and be placed under formal commission supervision. Weiler said he would have to check state statutes that apply. Then, if selectmen approve, a completed plan could be presented to the 2007 Town Meeting.

Wright noted a decision would be needed on how to manage the pond, which is about 200 x 50 feet and 8 feet deep. Some of the trees are getting big and may have to be harvested, and clearing may be needed around the shoreline.

Wright asked the commission to review the map area and discuss what needs to be done, and then meet with the selectmen.

Adjourned: 11:25 a.m.

Prepared by: Frank Perrotta
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