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NEWBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

 Special Meeting Minutes Feb. 28, 2006

Present: Members William Weiler, chairman; Deane Geddes, William Annable, Frank Perrotta; Victoria Boundy, senior planner, Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission
Old Business:  
Conservation Plan. Meeting brought to order at 7:30 p.m. for discussion with the UVLSRPC of the proposed Newbury Conservation Plan. Weiler said the commission needed advice on how best to update the 2001 Natural Resources Inventory and how to create a plan specific to the town’s needs. Boundy noted the NRI needs a wildlife analysis. Weiler said someone needs to evaluate the town “on the ground” and say, “This area needs preserving.” Boundy said that was a job for a consultant. She said UVLS is the town’s “local commission.” It can do some things for the local community, but it doesn’t do what a consultant does. 

Reviewing the 2001 NRI, Boundy asked whether an update of subdivision and site plan review to mitigate storm water had been done. Weiler explained changes that have been made, including reducing the density of lots in subdivisions. Boundy said the commission already plans to conduct an inventory of culverts in Newbury with the goal of improving the quality of storm water. Under Land Resources, Boundy noted some work could be done to evaluate wildlife, including deer yards. Prime wetlands and vernal pools could be designated, which would require the assistance of a consultant. Under Planning, the model regulations need a review. She suggested a gravel pit ordinance for the town; Weiler said the town depends on state regulations, which are sufficient. Concerning soils-based regulations, Weiler said the town “gets to the same ends” by another approach.

For a wildlife review, Boundy said a consultant could do the field work. She mentioned two booklets that could be used to help identify and protect wildlife habitat.

Under Scenic Inventory, Boundy said the town needs an inventory of its resources. A decision has to be made what to protect, what to be designated for development. Comment was made that the town doesn’t want to over regulate in this area.

Weiler said that, if the law allows, the conservation plan should include trails.

Boundy said UVLS can update much of the NRI, especially the maps. It can produce a detailed narrative explaining the maps. The cost would be much less if this were done by UVLS.

Turning to the goals for the Conservation Plan itself, Boundy said the first step is to incorporate the recommendations made by the NRI, then evaluate observations produced by field work, and finally to establish priorities. The latter is something UVLS can assist with. Then UVLS can help get the public involved in the process through meetings that share and explain the information. Weiler said he wanted UVLS to define its services, including mapping and community outreach. Boundy UVLS will come back to the town with a more specific proposal that will break out what it can and can’t do and guide the Conservation Commission to other sources of help. She said UVLS could create a subcommittee to facilitate the process and to help make the process public.

Boundy recommended bringing in other “partners” in the conservation plan process, including the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust and the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests.

Discussing other goals, Weiler noted that the Conservation Commission wants to make the best use of the Conservation Fund to produce a conservation plan. He asked commission members present what questions they had about producing a conservation plan. Geddes said he would like to see the chapter in the NRI concerning geology and topography expanded and included in the conservation plan.

Boundy asked about a project timeline. Weiler said the commission wanted the plan completed in time to be included in the updated Newbury Master Plan, due in mid-2007.

The commission thanked Boundy for her input and she left the meeting.

Weiler turned to the selection process for hiring a consultant to assist with the Conservation Plan. He asked Perrotta to set up separate daytime interviews with three candidates: Ann Poole of Hillsborough, N.H.; Ellen Snyder of Newmarket, N.H.; and Watershed to Wildlife of Bethlehem, N.H.  He said candidates, in outlining their approach, should keep in mind that Newbury is a large area and a conservation plan should contain discussion of a wide selection of concerns, including town trails and a town forest, wildlife corridors, and the N.H. Fish and Game Department’s upcoming wildlife action plan. He said the conservation plan should have a system to rate the value of town assets and help the town choose projects that can be accomplished with the funds available (i.e., the Conservation Fund).

Adjourned: Moved Weiler, seconded Geddes, 9 p.m.

Prepared by: Frank Perrotta
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