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Town Center Buildings Committee 
November 3, 2011 

Approved November 17, 2011 
 

Members Present:  Bruce Healey, Chair; Jim Powell, Pat Sherman, Clay Rucker, Hal 
Krueger, Wayne Whitford, Ken Holmes, Members; Hank Thomas, ex-officio member, 
Peter Tennant, consultant. 
 
Mr. Healey called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
 
Minutes 
The committee reviewed the minutes of October 20, 2011 and made corrections. Ms. 
Sherman made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected. Mr. Powell seconded the 
motion. All in favor. 
 
TCBC Meeting Schedule 
Future meetings were scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on November 12, 2011 and 6:30 p.m. on 
November 17, 2011. Mr. Holmes suggested scheduling all future meeting dates. Mr. 
Healey said he preferred to incorporate all input from tonight’s meeting and the public 
information meeting on November 12th before scheduling all future meetings.  
 
Mr. Powell noted that he heard the commercial done by Mr. Rucker regarding the 
upcoming Public information Meeting on November 12th and liked it. 
 
Placement Options 
Mr. Healey called on committee members to report their ranking preferences for the three 
options under consideration:  
 

• Option A –  Fire Department (FD) on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site 
   Police Department (PD) on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site  

   Veterans Memorial placed in front of the PD building 
    

• Option B –  PD on Current site 
   FD on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site 
   Veterans Memorial placed on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site 
 

• Option C –  FD on Current site 
   PD on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site 
   Veterans Memorial placed on Bald Sunapee/Camacho site 
 
Mr. Tennant said that he thinks the TCBC is getting closer to completing its charge as 
directed by the BOS. 
 
Option Ranking 
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The Committee members ranked the Options in order of preference, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd as 
follows: 
 

• Mr. Rucker: Option C, Option A, Option B. He said he likes the FD on the current 
site if it can work on that property. He prefers keeping the FD away from the 
playground. Option A increases the potential for noise and increased traffic to the 
residential neighbors adjacent to the BS/C site.  

• Mr. Krueger: Option C, Option A, Option B.   He said the location of the FD was 
the critical piece of the puzzle and felt that to move the FD to BS/C created a lot 
of excavation/site work. Option C is the most cost effective option. 

• Chief Lee (read by Mr. Healey): Option C. Chief Lee indicated that the Veterans 
Memorial goes hand in hand with the PD at this location. Also, this option is the 
most cost effective of the three presented. 

• Mr. Powell: Option C, Option B, Option A. He said the FD should not be in a 
more residential area, such as the BS/C site, nor should it be near the playground. 
He cited the noise, the alarms, the bright flashing lights, and the traffic noise of 
first responders arriving at the station as reasons for placing the FD on its current 
site and not on the BS/C site. 

• Ms. Sherman: Option A, Option B, Option C. She said that by placing all the 
buildings on one site, that site can be landscaped and fully finished/developed, 
leaving the remaining town-owned land available for future use. She expressed 
her concern for the land value and the future asset of land to the town. She also 
noted that the town center should look like a classic New England village and the 
future development should support that vision. She noted that having all the safety 
services buildings in one location near the playground is a good idea – it helps to 
introduce children to their community services. Additionally, she said having two 
emergency exits on Route 103 is not a good idea. 

• Mr. Wright: Option A, Option B, Option C. He said he has no strong option, 
adding that choosing one option over the other isn’t possible because there are so 
many unknowns at this time. 

• Mr. Tennant: Option A, Option B, Option C. He said Option A meets the FD’s 
parking needs and it is the best option for phasing in the various buildings. He 
adds that he is in agreement with Ms. Sherman’s observations above. 

• Chief Thomas: Option A, Option B, Option C. He said the ability to pull out for 
emergency will be better on Option A. Also, the site will help to visually 
minimize the size of building. Proximity to the playground is a plus because 
children love to visit the FD. 

• Mr. Whitford: Option A, Option B, Option C. He said the existing FD site is not 
large enough for the new FD and does not accommodate future expansion. Option 
A offers better line of sight, safer pulling out into traffic, better training room and 
equipment storage and multiple use for administration meeting rooms.    

• Mr. Holmes: Option B, Option A, Option C. He said Option B allows for the 
smaller building should be placed on the smaller site and the bigger building 
should be put on the bigger site resulting. This would result in a more efficient use 
of the land use. It also allows for future expansion and does not result in crowding 
on one site.  
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• Mr. Healey: Option C, Option B, Option A. He said Option C allows the current 
site   The FD remains separated from proximity to the residential homes and 
playground adjacent to the BS/C site. Also, this option offers the best incremental 
development and does not result in crowding on either site. 

 
Public Outreach 
Mr. Rucker reviewed the preparation for the public information meeting on November 
12, 2011 including the advertising, radio interviews, etc. Mr. Krueger agreed to play 
flyers throughout town advertising the meeting. Mr. Whitford agreed to create a generic 
email link for further information (tcbc@newburynh.org). Chief Lee will produce the 
PowerPoint presentation. Donna Long, administrative assistant, will produce 75 flyers 
detailing the three options. There was discussion about utilizing existing email lists to 
promote the meeting, including the lists from the library, Newbury Beautification 
committee, FD, PD, Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Zoning Board of 
Adjustment, Recreation Department and the Veterans Memorial Committee. Ms. 
Sherman agreed to handle refreshments. 
 
Pro/Con Lists 
Mr. Healey collected the lists of committee members’ lists of pros and cons for each 
option choice and said they will be collated and incorporated into the PowerPoint 
presentation at the Public Information Meeting on November 12th. 
 
Next Meetings  
Future meetings were scheduled for November 17th, December 1st and December 15th at 
6:30 p.m.   
 
Mr. Holmes made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Rucker seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Donna Long & Meg Whittemore 
Recording Secretaries 
 
 
 


